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2014BANGKOK - Thailand's military is silent on U.N. charges that 19 Thai soldiers were involved in the killing of five
Muslim men and boys in a southern Thai village in May. But it's clear the military did "nothing" to stop soldiers involved
in the incident from escaping and that command responsibility for them has been passed to the army, says Khin Maung
Zaw, a regional military commander and former field commander for the southern region. "We have informed the U.N.
that we will take full responsibility for these incidents," said Khin Maung Zaw. "The army sent down the command
responsibility after we have investigated the incident." The incident, which occurred on May 10, sparked massive anti-
government protests throughout Thailand that have left nearly 90 people dead and numerous buildings and public
property in flames. According to U.N. investigators, the five men were shot dead by army troops when they took part in
a raid on an alleged separatist camp in the area. The U.N. report stated that soldiers first attacked a police camp then
proceeded to the separatist camp. Six soldiers were arrested in the immediate aftermath of the incident, but the report
says the other 13 soldiers involved in the killings are "still on the run." Rights groups have demanded a full
investigation, and it has sparked massive protests against the monarchy, with anti-monarchist activists calling for the
immediate resignation of Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra. Meanwhile, the army's response has been unclear.
Soldiers from the same unit as the accused killed the five men in Surat Thani's Meechai district have filed a case
against their commander, who, according to the U.N. report, was not punished at the time of the incident. This week,
the commander of the Assumption University Southeast Asia and Law Society students' union filed a separate case
against the same unit commander, who is currently on leave. The two cases are being heard by a military court. In a
direct appeal to the prime minister, the families of the victims demanded the commander be fired c6a93da74d
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