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an intro by a high-level perspective on the ongoing crisis: Retail sales were higher
and consumer spending advanced in March. U.S. home sales surged 4.3 percent
in March, boosted by rising interest rates. The Federal Reserve in the next few
weeks is set to begin its policy moves to reduce the U.S. government's monthly

cost of borrowing, known as the Federal Funds target rate, but the rate is
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